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An Account offome Boo^ lately fublijhed. 

T. TJNAX Reritm Naturaliufn BRlTTAmARVM contimm 
VEGETABILIJ, ANTMALIA & FOSSILIA^ in hoc inftla reper^ 
ta^lKcboatufiAi/tk.ChriCiQphoio Meriet^Med^D^^ utriufque So- 
cietatis Kegixfich. 

The Learned and Inquifitive Author of this Book, hath by 
his laudable example of colleding together, what Natural 
thingsare tobe foundhereinH»^/<i»4 of all forts Cwbich he 
has done upon, his own cxpencesj given an invitation to the 
curious in all parts of the world to attempt the like, thereby 
to cftablifh the much defired and highly ufeful commerce 
among Nat»rahJ}s, and to contribute every where to the com- 
pofing ofagenuin and full Hijiorj of Nature. 

lathe Preface he intimates, that his ftock does ftill encrea(t 
dayly 5 and that therefore the Reader may expeft an Appendix 
to this colleftion. 

In the Body of the Book, he enumerates all the Species^ Al- 
phabetically: And, as to Vegetables^ he reckons up about 410. 
m)rts 5 and gives their /"?/?>e and fi^-^/jf/S Names, andthc?/^?r^/ 
and T/Wj- of their growth: reducing them afterwards to cer- 
tain CUJJes^ hitherto ufed by Botankk, Writers in- thehr Biflo" 
Ties of Tlants : Adding the Etymology of their Cenerick 
Names, and a compendious Regijier of the Time,, when and ho-aa 
long the EngJiJI) Plants do Ihoot and flouriffa. 

As to AnimJs^ he finds of them about 340. kinds in England ^ 
wheicoi the fo»r footed zte about ^o.. Birds 170^ and Fijhes 
X2C. //j/?^x are innumerable, whichyethc endeavours to- enu- 
merate, and to- reduce to certain C^jf^/ 3 into which he alio- 
brings the three former kinds. 

Concerning F<2//?/xjhe/r/i takes notice of the Metals found 
in Englip Mines 5 as Silver, Tin, Copper^ Iron, Lead^.Antimony, 
and fome Gold extrafted out ofTin, Next of the ^tones, of 
which he finds about 70 fons^Si amongfl: them^BriJlol-Dijmonds, 
Agates, Hjadnths, Eu/erods, Load-Jiones, Toad-Jjones (which 
laft yet he affirms to be nothing but the grindbg-teeth of the 
^ Fife 



Fifh Lup/0) Pearls J Corals, Marhle^ AlabUfier^ Emtry ; To which 
he adds the various kinds ot Coals 5 as alfb BitHmcnt^ ^"^Pi 
and "jeis. And- thirdly of the various kinds of Alluni^ Vitriol ^ 
liiter^Sea-falt^ Pit-Jalt, Butfourthlj) o( the various Earth'-, of 
which he reckons up 15. peculiar forts fbefides thofe that 
fcrve for Hnsbandry, which arc not eafily numbrcd ^ ) aad 
amongft thtm Read-le^d, lBlack:-kad2ixA fullers-earth. 

He concludes^ all with mcationing the |feveral Meteors ap- 
pearing in Ettglaftd', vind the Hot Sprff/gs, undMedicallVaUrs 'y 
as alfoj the Salin, Teirifywg, and fbmc more unufual Springs : 
Itcfft, Snbterraneom Trees, Subterraneous Rivers , Ebbifpgs aftd 
Floreings of Wells, c^c. 

JI, TLACITA PHILOSOrmCA Cttarini, The chief fubjeft 
of this Treatise is Natural Philofiphy ^ upon many important 
queftions whereof it inlargeth, as thofe of the Motion of the 
Celeftial Bodies, of Light, of Meteors, and of the vital and 
animal fundions 5 leaving fbmctimes the common opinions^ 
and delighting in the defence of Paradoxes. 

E.G, That the material fubftantial Form , is nothing but 
mera potentia, and fubfifts not by it fdf; bywhich means the 
Author judges,.he can free himfelf from many great difEcnlties 
toVLchvagGeneration and Corruption, which do perplex the other 
Philofophers.. 

He holds Epicycles to be impoffible, and Excentricks, not fuf- 
ficient to explicate the motion of the Stars , but that all the 
irregularities of this motion may be falyed by the means of 
certain spiral Lines 3 largely proving this Hypothejis, and par- 
ticularly explicating the motion of each Planet. 

He denies the middle Region of the Air to be cold 5 and 
believes that cold is not Heceflary to condenfe the vapours iuto 
Water. 

He admits not. that received Axiome, That the generation of 
one Body is the corruption of another ; maintaining that there 
:ixe Generations, to which no corruption ever preceeded ^ and 
that it may happen, that one Animal whhout dying may be 
changed into another Animal, 

He alledges feveral reafons to evince, that the Air breathed 
in, enters not only into the whole capacity of the Cheftj but alfo 
into the lower belly. He 



He is of opinion, that the Air, which is commonly believed 
to corrupt eafily ^ is incorruptible 5 alledging among other 
reafbns, this for -one, that experience (hews, that if a Botle be 
exaftly ftop'd, there is never any mixt Body form'd in it 5 
wherefore, jrff^/6 ^e, the Air is not corrupted there. 

He maintains, that 'tis not the Magnet that draws the Iron, 
but rather the Iron that attrafts the Magnet. To explain which he 
affirms, thit the Load-ftone Ipreads abroad out of it felf many 
corpufc!es,which theftibftanceofthelron imbibes 5 and that, as 
dry things attrad: thofe that are moift, by the fame reafoa Iroa 
draws the Load-ftone. 

He rejc<frs the Jpecics Intefitionaks^ Vital and Ammal Spirits, 
and holds many other uncommon opinions, touching ught^ 
the /nVjthe I'lux and Re-flux of the sev, d^c. 

IILCDS'iVs ORGANVM fer Laurentium Bcliini ww^/^/^ife' 
(kprehenjuw. 

This Author propofingtohimfelfto difcovcr both the prin- 
cipal Organ o^ihe Tafle, and the nature of its ohjeCfj begins 
with the latter, and examines firft, what is Tajic > He judges 
that it iscaufed by nothing but Salts, which being varioufly fi- 
gured , affeds the tongue varioufly : alledging this for his 
chief reafon, that the Salt which is extrafted by Chymijls out 
of any mixt body whateucr it be, carries away with it all its 
tafte, and that the reft remains tafte-lefs. He adds that the 
Teeth in grinding the Food, fervemuchto extraft this Salt : 
And he notes by the by, that the Teeth arc fb neceflary for 
preparing the aliment, that certain Animals which feem to 
have noncj have them in their ftomach , and tliat nature has 
put at the entry ofthe palat ofthofe that are altogether defti- 
tute of them, certain moveable inequalities, which are to them 
inftcad of Teeth. 

But then/ccW/j', concerning the Organ ofTafte, heefteeras, 
that 'tis neither the f lefti, nor the Tongue, nor the Membrans, 
nor the Nerves found there, nor the Glanduls, called hmygda- 
Hntc 5 hxit i\\o(c iJttk eminences J thit arc found upon the tongue 
of all Animals. To obtain which, he obferves, 

r. That from the middle ofthe Tongue to the root, as alio 
towards the tip, there are found innumerable irttk Rifngr cal- 
led 



led TapiJlitns 5 But that from the tip of the Tongue unto the 
firing there is obferved.none at ali. 

2. He hath experimented, that if you put Sal Armoniach^ up- 
on the places of the Tongue, where thofe Emimttchs arc not, 
you (liali find no Tafte 5 but that you will find it presently ^aflbon 
you put any fuch Sail, where they, are to be met with. Ergo, 
faith /&i?,thofe Emit7?m ks arc the principal Organ of Tafte. 

5, He allures, that with a cJJf7<:T<?/f«)^e may be leenin thofe 
Rjfings many little holes, at the bottom whereof there are fmall 
nerves, terminating there : But he dinVts^ to obferve tliis in 
live and healthy, not in dead or fick Animals. 

Having laid do^vnthefeObfervations, he concludes, that the 
manner, after which Tafte is perform'd, is this. That the parti- 
cles of Salt paffing through thoie pores, which pierce the Tafil-- 
lary Eminences ^ and penetrating as far astothe nerves, that 
meet them there, do by the means of their frnall points prick 
them ; which pricking is called the T^ajie. 

In the mean time he acknowledges, that before him Signior 
LMalpighi^ Profeflbr at MeJ/ina, had made fbme of thefc difco- 
veries. 

The notice of thefe two laft Books we owe to the French 
"jonrnal. 

Correal in Numb, 19. 
Pag. 341. Yin. 3?.read»jV«0rf/ infiead of, mixtmtbOriS' 

Correft in this prefent Numb. 2 o; 
P^ge 3J?. line 15. Read Marie for I'earte.. 
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